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Synopsis

Slip, slide, leap, and dive with a family of seven lively ducklings as they get ready to fly for the very
first time. Keith Baker’s playful, rhyming text and bold collage illustrations capture the excitement of

a day’s adventures--and gently introduce counting.
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Customer Reviews

Lush, layered, cut-paper illustrations of ducklings in a marshy landscape create visual density that
contrasts with the simplicity of the narrative in this attractive early math book. The book
ever-so-gently introduces addition, dividing the seven ducks into different groupings. Starting with "6
plus 1," Baker (Big Fat Hen) moves one duck at a time to the right-hand page, so he works through
all possible combinations. For example, the lines "Splashing as they leap and dive/ 7 ducklings, 2
plus 5" clarify a picture of two ducks diving into a pond to join five that are already swimming on the
other page; in the next spread, one duck is on the left page, six are bottoms-up on the right. The
artwork often camouflages the septet, making the counting a fun challenge: the ducklings
sometimes overlap, or readers can spot them among the ferns and grasses. Baker varies the
engaging compositions and characterizes the ducks as a lively bunch: in one scene they play
hide-and-seek, and in another they gather in two rings to test out their lungs
("Quack-quack-quacking on the shore"). Ladybugs, snails and other wildlife keep the ducks
company. This deceptively straightforward book introduces youngsters to addition in such an

unobtrusive, organic and merry way that they may not even notice how much they’re learning. Ages



2-7. (Aug.) Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to the Board book

edition.

PreSchool-Grade 1-Seven uniquely marked ducklings slide, chase bees, and play peekaboo as
they group on double-spread pages to illustrate ways to add up to their sum. "Splashing as they
leap and dive/7 ducklings, 2 plus 5" shows five swimmers opposite two divers. Jaunty scenes in
cut-paper collage with a gracious array of colors offer plenty of extras, including a pair of ladybugs
that accompany the ducks throughout except for the V-formation at the end. The art successfully
captures the birds’ camouflage and rippling water with speckled papers, but this effect sometimes
turns the counting exercise into a seek-and-find challenge. Still, the book is attractive, and children
will have fun with it.Gay Lynn Van Vleck, Henrico County Library, Glen Allen, VA Copyright 1999

Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to the Board book edition.

Lovely, colorful book for toddlers just learning to count! The illustrations are spectacular, with plenty

of fun surprises to discover.

best book! teaches addition in a very clear and beautiful way! Very educational and well done. |

really like this book. should be a part of all childrens home libraries.

Excellent condition

Really nice!

great for small children who are learning maths

The preschoolers | work with love to count the ducks.

Count away......Excited to start my lesson planning with Quack and Count

This book is great! It helps children learn how to add through literacyA A A"A
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